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Town  of  Whitecourt 

(July,  1961) 


T.  LOCATION 

Section  35-59-12-W5  in  Census  Division  No.  14.  This  location  is  110 
miles  northwest  of  Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  43  and  on  a branch  line  of  the 
C.N.R.  Edmonton  to  Whitecourt. 


2.  ALTITUDE 

2,290  feet  Latitude  - 54/09  Longitude  - 115/41 


3.  TEMPERATURE 

Mean  summer  temperature  - 52.6°  F. 
Mean  winter  temperature  - 19.6°  F. 
Mean  average  temperature  - 36.1°  F. 


4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 14.36  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 59.4  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 20,30. 

(The  above  average  covers  a period  of  10  years) 


5.  GEOLOGY 

Extensive  alluvial  terrace  deposits  of  sand  and  gravel  are  present  along 
the  Athabasca  and  McLeod  Rivers  at  Whitecourt,  which  may  be  suitable  for  the 
development  of  large  supplies  of  groundwater.  The  bedrock  underlying  the 
glacial  drift  and  other  deposits  at  Whitecourt  is  the  Edmonton  formation  which 
is  Late  Cretaceous  in  age.  This  formation  is  composed  of  a series  of  poorly 
consolidated  sandstone  and  shale  beds  with  minor  coal  seams.  Groundwater 
supplies  between  1 and  10  gallons  per  minute  can  be  developed  by  wells  in  this 
formation. 


6.  SOIL 

Whitecourt  is  in  the  Grey  Wooded  Soil  Zone. 

Climate 

Annual  precipitation  averages  from  about  12  inches  in  the  northern  section 
to  about  20  inches  in  the  southern.  This  is  accompanied  by  cooler  tempera- 
tures, lower  evaporation  and  shorter  growing  seasons  from  those  of  other  zones. 
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Vegetation 

A mixed  deciduous  and  evergreen  woodland  in  which  moss  bogs  (mus- 
kegs) and  sedge  bogs  are  common  occurrence. 

Soil  Profile 

These  soils  have  developed  under  humid  soil  moisture  conditions.  The 
surface  horizon  consists  of  semi-decomposed  leaf  litter,  OA,  that  may  be  absent 
if  the  area  has  been  burned  over;  a thin  (sometimes  absent)  A1  horizon  that 
may  be  grey  black,  brown  or  grey  brown  and  a severely  leached  and  platy, 
greyish  A2  horizon,  whose  depth  will  average  from  6 to  8 inches.  The  B horizons 
are  heavier  textured,  compact  and  often  darker  in  color  than  the  A.  The  depth 
to  lime  is  quite  variable,  often  ranging  from  30  to  50  inches. 

Fertility 

Soils  in  this  zone  are  relatively  less  fertile  because  of  leaching.  They 
are  low  in  nitrogen  and  organic  matter  and  frequently  deficient  in  sulphur  and 
phosphorus.  Sulphur  has  not  yet  proven  to  be  deficient  in  the  Peace  River 
area. 

Land  Use 

This  is  a mixed  farming  area  in  which  legumes,  hays  and  coarse  grains 
are  the  most  desirable  crops.  Rotation  including  legumes,  and  supplemented 
with  fertilizers  where  needed,  have  given  the  most  satisfactory  results. 


7.  HISTORY 

Many  places  in  Alberta  take  pride  in  the  way  they  received  their  name. 
Whitecourt  can  claim  as  odd  a circumstance  as  the  next.  Mostly,  it  was  be- 
cause a man  who  didn’t  live  there,  got  short  of  patience. 

For  five  years  mail  for  Whitecourt  was  delivered  to  Greencourt,  26  miles 
east  of  the  village.  Mr.  Walter  White  picked  up  the  mail  there  to  deliver  to 
local  residents.  In  1910  with  plans  underway  to  establish  a post  oflFice  in 
Whitecourt,  the  local  residents  were  called  on  to  think  of  a name.  As  it  so 
often  happens,  while  they  were  deliberating,  the  decision  was  made  for  them. 
The  postmaster  at  Greencourt  was  filling  out  the  necessary  papers  for  the  new 
post  office  and  needed  a name  right  then.  Rather  than  wait  till  a name  was 
chosen,  he  made  up  his  own  by  taking  “Gourt”  out  of  Greencourt  and  putting 
it  behind  “White”  the  mail  carrier,  making  the  name  “Whitecourt,  Alberta.” 

Long  before  the  problem  of  naming  the  town  came  up,  the  Gree  Indians 
had  named  the  location.  They  called  it  Sak-Da-\^^ah,  meaning  “Where  even 
the  waters  come  together.”  From  this  Whitecourt,  with  its  growing  importance 
as  the  area’s  commercial  centre,  has  taken  the  slogan  “Where  even  the  rivers 
meet”. 


The  story  of  Whitecourt’s  beginning  goes  back  to  the  year  when  Alberta 
became  a province  in  1905.  A small  group  of  settlers  were  moving  north  out 
of  Edmonton  towards  unsettled  land  and  the  Peace  River  district  attracted 
many.  Inevitably,  some  of  these  pioneers  settled  near  the  junction  of  the  Atha- 
basca and  McLeod  Rivers.  Their  numbers  were  increased  by  rumors  of  a rail 
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link  between  Edmonton  and  Grande  Prairie  via  Whitecourt.  Surveyors  for  the 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  plotted  a rail  line  across  the  McLeod  River  at  its 
junction  with  the  Athabasca.  Optimistic  settlers  saw  an  important  divisional 
town  growing  on  this  land  and  began  to  buy  the  land.  Unfortunately  it  was 
1921,  sixteen  years  later,  before  the  first  train  whistle  echoed  across  the  valley, 
and  then  it  belonged  not  to  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacifiic  but  to  the  Canadian 
National  Railroad. 

Fur  trapping  and  lumbering  were  the  chief  industries  in  the  area.  Oil 
and  gas  has  been  found  in  abundance  and  absorption  plants  have  been  con- 
structed at  Windfall  and  Swan  Hills. 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Whitecourt  nestles  in  a valley  near  the  junction  of  the  Athabasca  and 
McLeod  Rivers  and  with  its  population  of  around  2000,  is  the  largest  settlement 
close  to  the  rapidly  developing  oil  regions  of  Virginia  Hills,  Judy  Creek  and 
Swan  Hills. 

Six  churches  supply  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  community  and  educa- 
tional facilities  provide  for  grades  1 to  12.  For  the  sportsman  there  is  excellent 
big  game  hunting  and  fishing  in  the  area.  The  forests  in  the  district  are  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  hunting  grounds  in  North  America  for  moose,  elk  and 
deer. 

With  the  completion  and  hardsurfacing  of  Highway  No.  43  between 
Edmonton  and  Valley  view,  the  town  has  become  a major  stopover  on  the  most 
direct  route  to  Alaska. 

There  are  385  homes  in  the  town  and  78  resident  trailers. 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 


As  Whitecourt  has  only  been  incorporated  as  a new  town  it  is  governed 
by  a panel  of  five  members,  three  elected  and  two  government  appointed.  The 
secretary-treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  accordance  to  the 
policy  set  by  the  panel. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

All  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  or  removal  of  buildings  must  be 
approved  by  a building  commission  after  which  a permit  is  issued.  The  town 
has  its  own  zoning  bylaw. 

The  electrical  code  conforms  to  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 
Sanitary  regulations  comply  with  the  Alberta  Public  Health  regulations. 
One  Police  Magistrate.  The  town  hires  its  own  Police  Constable. 
Garbage  collected  weekly. 


11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  15  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment— 1 truck  portable  pump  with  356  gallon  water  tank,  100  feet 
2I2  inch  hose,  400  feet  II2  inch  hose,  boots,  coats,  axes,  crowbars,  etc. 

Water  Supply— Water  is  obtained  from  McLeod  River  and  is  pumped 
into  a 150,000  gallon  tank. 


Smart  new  municipal  buildings  serve  the  growing  town 
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12. 


TAX  STRUCTURE 


1961 

Net  Assessment 

Land,  100%  of  value 

$ 99,360 

Improvements,  60%  of  fair  value 

686,900 

Calgary  Power 

12,033 

Total  Assessment 

$798,293 

Mill  Rate  - Municipal  30.7;  School  24;  Hospital  4.3;  Total  59  mills. 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  town  - 3,600  acres. 

Streets,  lanes  and  highways  - 63.2  acres. 

Public  parks  and  playgrounds  - 261  acres. 

Miles  of  roads,  streets  and  lanes: 


Asphalt 

Gravel 

Imp.  Earth 

Others  Total 

Provincial  Main 

2.5 

2.5 

Provincial  Secondary 

.08 

.08 

Roads  and  Streets 

4.1 

4.1 

Lanes  and  Alleys 

0.5 

0.6 

0.2  1.3 

8.7 

There  are  approximately  3 miles  of  cement  sidewalk. 


14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - IM  miles. 

Water  mains  - miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  by  Calgary  Power  Ltd.  under  a 
franchise. 

Domestic  Rates 

For  the  first  20  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.30  gross  min.  subject 
to  30c  prompt  payment  discount,  making  $3.00  net  minimum. 

All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month  - 2.0c  net  per  KWH. 

Discount  - as  shown  applies  on  any  bill  paid  within  10  days  of  date 
rendered. 

Connection  charge  - $1.00. 

Reconnection  charge  - twice  net  minimum  charge. 

Commercial  Rates 

First  KW  of  connected  load,  including  energy  consumption  up  to  20  KWH 
per  month  - $3.00  net. 
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Each  additional  % KW  of  connected  load,  including  5 KWH  per  month 
net  - 50e. 

Energy  charge  - First  100  KWH  per  KW  - 6c  net  per  KWH. 

All  additional  energy  per  KWH  - 2c  net  per  KWH. 

Discount— Above  charges  are  net.  For  billing  purposes  the  net  bill  is 
increased  by  approximately  10%  (but  not  less  than  30c)  in  order  to  arrive  at 
the  gross  amount.  Bills  are  payable  net  within  10  days  of  date  rendered. 

Power  Rates 

Service  charge  - per  KVA  of  installation  (monthly  charge)  - $1.00. 
(one  motor  horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  eonsidered 
equivalent  to  one  kilovolt-ampere:  KVA). 

Energy  charge  - First  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 
5c  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - Slac  per  KWH. 

All  over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - l%c  per  KWH. 

Discount  - 10%,  10  days  based  on  dollars  of  total  bill  with  a minimum 
discount  of  30c  per  month. 

Minimum  charge  - $3.30  gross,  $3.00  net;  or  the  amount  of  the  Service 
Charge,  whichever  is  greater. 

Consumer’s  deposit  - $2.00  per  KVA  of  installation  and  not  less  than 
$6.00  or  at  the  company’s  option,  twice  the  estimated  bill. 

Reconnection  charge  - $6.00. 


16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  MeLeod  River  and  is  pumped  directly  into 
the  town’s  water  system.  A 150,000  gallon  elevated  storage  tank  is  under  con- 
struction. 

Rates  - $3.50  per  month. 


Sewer  charge  - $3.00. 

Water  Analysis 

Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solids 

320 

Ignition  Loss 

134 

Hardness 

250 

Sulphates 

25 

Chloride 

Trace 

Alkalinity 

250 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  - Bicarbonate  of  Lime  and  Magnesium. 
Nitrites  Traee 

Nitrates  Trace 

Iron  1.2 

Fluorine  nil 


Remarks:  Water  is  ehemically  suitable  when  iron  is  settled.  It  contains 

a little  more  iron  than  do  the  best  waters  but  this  should  not  be  harmful  to  health. 
Moderately  hard  water  being  caused  by  carbonate  of  lime  and  magnesium. 
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17. 


GAS 


Natural  gas  will  be  piped  into  the  town  shortly. 

18.  L.  P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  eu.  ft.  at  60°  F. 

Bulk  - 16c  per  gallon. 

100  pound  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Storage  facilities  - 5,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°  F. 

Summer  grade  - 18.4c  per  gallon. 

Winter  grade  - 19.1c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 10,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Very  little  coal  is  used  in  town,  those  using  same  bring  it  in  from  the 
Wabamun  field.  Price  per  ton  mine  run  delivered  - $9.00. 


21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Sand  and  gravel,  straw,  coarse  grains,  dairy  products,  poultry  and  eggs, 
cattle,  horses,  sheep  and  hogs,  lumber,  oil  and  gas,  furs. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal  - Post  Office,  Department  of  Transport. 

Provincial  - Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Forestry  Branch,  Dept,  of 
Highways,  Lac  St.  Anne  Health  Unit. 

Municipal  - Town  Hall,  Council  Chamber,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Superin- 
tendent of  Works,  Police  Department,  Fire  Department,  Police  Magistrate. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  is  no  hospital  at  Whitecourt,  nearest  being  at  Mayerthorpe. 

Other  health  facilities— Lac  Ste.  Anne  Health  Unit  calls  monthly  at  the 
school.  The  unit  consists  of  a doctor,  dentist,  2 graduate  nurses,  1 steno  tech- 
nician and  sanitary  inspector. 

Three  doctors. 

One  drug  store. 
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24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(excluding  Health  Services) 

Beauty  Parlor  2 

Barbers  2 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Coachways  - twice  daily  service  to  and  from  Edmonton. 
Canadian  National  Railway  - Edmonton  to  Whitecourt  (freight  only). 
Daily  truck  service  to  Edmonton. 

2 Taxi  Stands  - 1 cab  each. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Whitecourt  Echo  - printed  in  Edmonton  by  the  Edmonton  Sun. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephone,  Post  Office,  Canadian  National  Tele- 
graphs, Nearest  Radio  Station  at  Edmonton  CJCA,  CFRN,  CHED,  CKUA, 
CHFA,  CBX.  Nearest  TV  Station  at  Edmonton  CFRN,  CBXT. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rotes  Licensed 

Rivers  26  $3.50  up  yes 

Whitecourt  28  $1.50  up  yes 


Good  transient  accommodation  is  available  in  Whitecourt 
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30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 


No. 

of  Units 

Grade  Rates 

Cranberry  Hill  Haven 

9 

3 

2 Si  1 “P 

Gateway 

17 

3 St”  1 "P 

Pine  Motel 

20 

4 star  $5.00  and  up 

Jeffery  Motel 

1 

4 

3 sto  1 "P 

Jackpine  Motel 

7 

8 

3 sJ”  1 "P 

Trailer  Parks  - Gateway,  Whitecourt,  Cranberry  Hill,  Finest,  Reed’s. 


31.  CHURCHES 

United,  Pentecostal,  Roman  Catholic,  Lutheran,  Mormon,  Anglican. 


32.  LODGES 

Masonic,  Knights  of  Columbus. 


Several  churches  attend  to  the  religious  needs  of  the  community 
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33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Lions,  Canadian  Legion,  Women’s  Auxiliary 
Canadian  Legion,  Ladies’  Church  Auxiliaries. 

34.  SOCIETIES 

Home  and  School  Association,  Oilmen’s  Wives  Association. 

35.  EDUCATION 

The  Whitecourt  School  District  No.  2736  is  a unit  of  the  Lac  St.  Anne 
School  Division  No.  11.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following 
optional  subjects:  Art,  French,  Home  Economics,  Shop,  Typing.  The  school 
population  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Grades  No.  of  Teachers  No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary  1-  6 8 222 

Junior  High  7-  9 3 78 

High  10-12  2 33 

36.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Seating  Capacity  Stage  Piano 

Legion  Hall  200  yes  yes 

Drive-in  Theatre  - under  construction 


A modern  school  serves  town  and  rural  students 
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37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 


There  is  no  library  in  the  town. 
Drama  is  taught  at  school. 


38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Wolf  Cubs,  Scouts. 

Girls  - Brownies,  Guides. 

39.  SPORTS 

Baseball  (senior  and  junior),  hockey  (senior  and  junior),  curling,  skiing, 
swimming,  badminton,  golf. 

Facilities  - Covered  curling  rink  - 3 sheets  artificial  ice,  open  air  skating 
and  hockey  rink,  nine  hole  golf  course  - sand  greens,  baseball  diamond,  sports 
ground  for  playground,  school  playgrounds. 


40.  FAIRS 

Sports  Day. 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 


42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Nil. 


43.  BUSINESS  AND  INDUSTRY 
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Banks  1 — — • — 

Barbers  2 — — — 

Beauty  Parlors  2 — — — 

Body  Shops  2 2 — 2 

Building  Contractors  ....  2 — — — 

Building  Supplies  1 — 1 1 

Butchers  2 — 2 2 

Cartage  Delivery  1 — — — 

Clothing  (men’s)  2 — — 2 

Clothing  (women’s)  ....  2 — — 2 

Confectionery  1 — — 1 

Doctors  3 — — — 

Drug  Stores  1 — — 1 

Dairy  Drive-In  1 — — 1 

Electrical  Appliances  ....  1 — — 1 

Electrical  Contractors  1 — — — 


Garages  and 

Service  Stations  ....  9 

Groceries  2 

General  Stores  3 

Hardware  1 

Hotels  2 

Insurance  fis 

Real  Estate  2 

Lumber  Yards  2 

Milk  Distributor  2 

Music  Teacher  1 

Motels  5 

Oil  Distributors  4 

Oil  Field  Contractors  ....  4 

Oil  Field  Offices  2 

Oil  Trucking  Firms  2 
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44.  SITES 

Choice  industrial  and  residential  property  can  be  purchased  from  private 
owners. 


45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  first  industry  in  the  area  was  trapping  and  then  lumbering.  In  1919 
the  first  lumber  mill  started  with  another  one  in  1926  and  the  most  recent  in 
1957.  The  mills  were  the  most  economic  feature  of  the  town,  supplying  it  with 
a steady  payroll.  The  lumbering  industry  has  been  booming.  Last  year 
forestry  products  earned  the  area  millions  of  dollars  and  the  future  promises 
even  brighter  things.  A pulp  mill  is  proposed  for  the  area  with  the  land 
already  purchased  and  is  located  three  miles  from  the  present  townsite.  The 
total  cost  of  this  plant  will  be  $30  million.  Road  construction  has  already  been 
started  on  the  project. 

Oil  and  gas  was  discovered  in  the  area  during  1956,  with  Whitecourt 
being  in  the  centre  and  the  nearest  town  to  these  discoveries.  Gas  processing 
plants  are  being  built  at  Windfall  west  of  the  town  and  at  Kaybob  north  of  town. 
The  boundaries  of  the  oil  fields  are  still  being  extended  and  there  is  constant 
speculation  as  to  their  final  size  and  importance  as  producers. 

Farming  is  not  an  important  industry  in  the  Whitecourt  area.  In  1956 
there  were  198  farms  in  Improvement  District  No.  109.  The  average  size  of 
farm  was  414  acres  of  which  135  acres  were  improved  and  85  acres  in  crop. 
Eighty-two  per  cent  of  the  land  occupied  is  owned  by  the  operator.  Barley, 
oats  and  tame  hay  are  the  principal  crops.  Cattle,  with  18  head  per  farm,  are 
the  principal  class  of  livestock  kept  and  sheep  numbers  are  relatively  high,  an 
average  of  5 head  in  1956.  A considerable  portion  of  farm  cash  income  is 
realized  from  the  sale  of  forest  products. 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  50  miles;  West  30  miles;  South  22  miles;  East  15  miles. 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census  - 1,890. 

Town  population,  1956  census  -762. 

Town  population,  July  1961  - 2,000  estimate. 
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